                    Hawker Fury 1





Starting life as a private venture the Fury set new standards of design elegance and handling qualities for combat aircraft. First flown in March 1929 as a 'Hornet', the prototype was purchased in September of that year by the Air Ministry and re-named Fury. Powered by a 575 hp Rolls-Royce Kestrel 12 cylinder liquid cooled engine the Fury was the first warplane to carry level flight performance past the 200 mph mark. Production of the initial model totalled 118 aircraft (retrospectively designated Fury I on production of the Fury II) which were issued to front line squadrons. A further 112 aircraft powered by a 640 hp Kestrel engine were delivered as Fury II's. Furies equipped Nos 1 and 43 squadrons at Tangmere and No 25 at Hawkinge. 


Several export orders were obtained with various modifications to suit the individual customer.  These included Norway, Persia (Iran), Portugal, South Africa, Spain and Yugoslavia.


The Fury remained in the front line until replaced by the Hurricane in 1939 and was then relegated to training squadrons. It saw limited combat with the South African and Yugoslav air forces.


The aircraft concerned here is depicted as K2048, the mount of the commander of No 1(F) squadron.





                                                     Specifications


Wing span   30' 0" (9,15m)                    Length   26' 4"   (8,00m)


Wing area   251.8 sq ft  (23,40 m2)       Height      9' 6"   (2,89m)


Weight  empty  2,623 lb   (1,190kg)      Loaded   3,490lb  (1,583kg)


Maximum speed 192mph (309 km/h) at 5,000' (1,525m)


                             207mph (333 km/h) at 14,000' (4,270m)


Range                  305mls (492km) at 160mph (257 km/h)


Engine                  Rolls Royce Kestrel 12cyl liquid cooled @575hp


Armament            2 .303" (7,7mm) Vickers machine guns in nose.


